
MINUTES 
PETERBOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Monday, August 23, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 

Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 
 

Members Present: Rich Clark, Ivy Vann, Sarah Steinberg Heller, Stephanie 
Hurley, Lisa Stone, Tyler Ward and Josh Blair  
 
Also Present: Laura Norton and Danica Melone, Office of Building and Planning 
 
Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed the members to 
the workshop. 

Noting the two topics for the workshop (roles and responsibilities of the Planning 
Board and special request topics) Ms. Melone began by noting the Planning Board 
was a membership of people in the town dedicated to carrying out the future needs, 
wants and vision of the community. She noted regulatory and non-regulatory 
responsibilities: 

Regulatory responsibilities: 

Town of Peterborough Chapters 233 Site Plan Review (conceptual and preliminary 
review of new construction, change in use, expansion of structures and parking 
areas filing of land and projects on commercial farms); 237 Subdivision 
Regulations (division of a single lot into two or more lots; boundary line 
adjustments and lot mergers and orderly development of the town by promoting 
the public health and safety of its residents); 238 Excavation Regulations (ensuring 
operational and reclamation standards are met in the excavation of earth); 239 
Driveway Regulations (facilitation of the town’s regulation on private roads and 
authority to control private roads and drives connecting to the local highways); and 
245 Zoning Ordinances (authority to carry out zoning regulations as well as 
amendments to those regulations including but not limited to the purposes of 
promoting health and safety, lessen street congestions, prevention of overcrowding 
of land, assurance of proper use of natural resources, encouragement of the 
preservation of agricultural lands and historic buildings). 

Non-regulatory responsibilities: 
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RSA 674:2 Master Plan (updated every 5 years to include current conditions and 
recommendations for future development as well as new or amended ordinances 
that support its goals, provides wise resource management and enhances the 
quality of life) and RSA 674:5 Capital Improvements Program (outlines the 
anticipated expenditures for capital projects over a period of at least 6 years). Ms. 
Melone noted a Planning Board Member must be a participant in both.  

The recently organized Fire Station Municipal Campus Task Force was mentioned, 
and Ms. Heller (the Planning Board’s representative for the Task Force) fielded 
several questions regarding what the task force is and where it is going so that 
everyone was on the same page. 

Ms. Melone went on to review special requests topics for discussion including 
Right-to-Know (never hit a “reply all” to emails as well as what might constitute an 
illegal, non-noticed meeting); affordable housing and exclusionary zoning (a short 
video showing the relationship of affordable housing and exclusionary zoning and 
how small gradual changes can make a difference was shown); Planning Board 
Rules of Procedure and Etiquette Rules (the Peterson Civility Clause of 
maintaining order and respect in a public meeting). 

Ms. Melone briefly discussed the role of alternate members (attendance and 
appointments) and the grievance procedure for all members. A brief discussion 
about recusing from a case and bias (real or perceived) followed.  

Ms. Melone concluded with a review of the information packets members receive 
prior to a meeting. She encouraged the members to prepare by reviewing the 
ordinance in question and the Staff Report. She noted other resources such as the 
parcel viewer app for a review of the district and associated ordinances pertaining 
to open space, wetlands and wetland buffers, conservation land and overlay 
districts.  

The Workshop concluded at 7:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Laura Norton 
Office of Planning & Building 


	Also Present: Laura Norton and Danica Melone, Office of Building and Planning

